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What makes us social?

Conférence du 20 novembre : Uta Frith
Lessons for social cognition from atypical
development

Conférence du 14 novembre : Uta Frith
What is innate and what is acquired in social
cognition?

Cogniﬂve mechanisms that underlie human social inferactions
encompass many primary capacities, including emotion
confagion, leaming by observation, and conformity. How do
these engines oleve?op in a child and how does nurture shape the
developmente | propose that the brain af birth comes equipped
with startup kits that enable fast frack learning. | will use so-called
‘explicit mentalising” as an example of a culturally acquired ability
and contrast it with ‘implicit mentalising’, an innate capacity. | also
speculate that there are culturally diverse cognifive ‘apps’ that are
installed from the outside, by instruction. Once installed, they can
frickle down info the unconscious part of the social mind and can
control implicit processes. Thus, fensions between different innate
mechanisms can be resolved. This can explain how human beings
create normative rules for acceptable and unacceptable social
behaviour, which regulate selfishness and aliruism.

Conférence du 18 novembre : Chris Frith
Mechanisms of social interaction

The brain is often described as a Bayesian machine that makes
inferences about the state of the world. The mechanisms of
perception by which such inferences are updated via prediction
errors are well undersiood. These same mechanisms enable us
fo learn about the world of objects and agents by observing
the behaviour of others. However, of equal importance are the
mechanisms of acfion by which the state of the world is updated
in response fo predicfion errors. The interplay of perception
and action is critical for joint acfion and for leaming about and
exploring the world of groups and ideas through experience and
communication. Simple rules linking perception and action can
create complex inferactions in groups such shoaling in fish and
pack hunting in wolves. In the same way simple rules governing
communicative interactions can lead to the emergence of groups
such as institutions, and concepts such as meaning.

/\/\on\/ neurodevelopmental disorders, in addition fo autism,
affect social communication, over and above other
cognitive processes. Does this show that social communication
is fhe most complex and hence most fragile of cognitive
accomplishments that will show down-stream effects of
inferruptions that can happen during neural migration and/or
pruning® Nof necessarily. Not all neuro-developmental disorders
affect social interaction. Another possibility is that human
beings at all ages are extremely sensitive, and consequently
unforgiving, when detecting a foiKJre of social abilities, and this
might conceivably be a reason for the frequent diagnosis of
social impairments. Already af a young age children can spot
another child who does not attempt o con?orm.

Conférence du 21 novembre : Chris Frith
Explicit metacognition: the person-culture loop

efacognition is cognifion that monitors and controls ofher,

|ower-?eve| cognitive processes. Such confrol depends
upon representing the properties of these cognitive processes,
such as their reliability. Metacognition is often taken fo be an
example of an explicit, conscious, execufive process. However,
recent empirical studies provide many examples of implict,
unconscious forms of mefacognition. This raises the quesfion of
what explicit, conscious metacognition is good for, especially
given the evidence that it is frequently fallible and inaccurate.
I'will argue that explicit mefacognition enables us to discuss,
with each other, the nature of the world and how the mind
works. Such discussions have top-down effects on behaviour
and experience. These effects can result in cultural consensus
on topics such as how actions are controlled, leading to
ideas about responsibility for action which are critical for
social cohesion. It is this uniquely human ability, to reflect and
report on our experiences, whicK enables the development of
cumulative culfure.
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WHAT MAKES US SOCIALS
U. & C. FriTH

Vendredi 14 novembre de 14h30 a 16h30
Uta Frith

I'NNATE AND ACQUIRED PROCESSES OF SOCIAL INTERACTION
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Dussane

45, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris.

Remise du Prix Jean-Nicod et cocktail apres la conférence.

Mardi 18 novembre de 14h30 a 16h30
Chris Frith

MECHANISMS OF SOCIAL INTERACTION
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Jules Ferry
29, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris.

Jeudi 20 novembre de 14h30 a 16h30
Uta Frith
LESSONS FOR SOCIAL COGNITION FROM ATYPICAL

DEVELOPMENT
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Jules Ferry
29, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris.

Vendredi 21 novembre de 14h30 a 16h30
Chris Frith

EXPLICIT METACOGNITION: THE PERSON-CULTURE LOOP
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Jules Ferry
29, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris.

Organisation
Frédérique de Vignemont

Communication
Sophie Bilardello

_ INsmimur Jean-Nicop
Ecole normale supérieure
Pavillon Jardin

29, rve d'Ulm

75005 Paris

Tél. -+ 33 (1)44 32 26 96
Fax. 1 + 33 (1) 44 32 26 99
http:/ /www.institutnicod .org

philosophie cognitive

L'espm humain, son organisation, sa nature, ses relations
avec le corps ef avec le monde sont depuis toujours
parmi les thémes centraux de la philosophie. la psychologie
confemporaine elleméme a pris naissance au sein de
la philosophie. Elle sest émancipée, mais |'émergence
des sciences cognifives consacre d'une certaine fagon le
refour de la philosophie dans ce champ de recherche. les
développements de I'informatique et des neurosciences, en
jetant une nouvelle lumiére sur les phénoménes mentaux,
ont eu pour effet de relancer le débat philosophique. La
« philosophie de I'esprit » est ainsi plus florissante que jamais.
Ce refour n'a rien d'une régression, car la philosophie dont
il est question est en phase avec la recherche scientifique,
informée par elle et en constante interaction avec elle.

Conférences Jean-Nicod de

|_es Conférences Jean-Nicod visent & promouvoir les
recherches philosophiques se rapportant & la cognition ef &
faire connaitre en France les travaux réalisés a I'étranger dans
ce domaine. e conférencier présente ses recherches au cours
d'un cycle de conférences qu'il rassemble ensuite en un livre.
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