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Spatial experience and virtual reality

Conférence du 25 juin
Finding Space in a Nonspatial World

Conférence du 19 juin
Spatial lllusions: From Mirrors to Virtual Reality

Do virtual reality devices produce the illusion of an extemal
realitye Or do they produce nonillusory experiences of a
virtual reality? | address this quesfion by sfarting with an analogous
question about mirrors. When one looks in a mirror, does one
undergo the illusion that there is someone on the other side of the
mirror, or does one have a non-llusory experience of someone
on this side of the mirror2 | will argue that at least for familiar users
of mirrors, there is no illusion. Knowledge of mirrors provides a
sort of cognitive orientation [a variety of cognitive penetration] that
affects the content of visual experience ong renders it non-llusory.
I will suggest that familiar users of virtual redlity devices have a
similar sort of cognitive orientation that renders their experience
non-llusory.

Conférence du 23 juin
Three Puzzles About Spatial Experience

s it possible that you have undergone a lifelong spatial illusion

such that everything that seems to be on your left is actually on
your righte Such that everything in the world is twice as big as it
seems fo be? Such that everything that seems square is actually
an extended rectangle? | will argue that Theseﬂifebng illusions
concerning orientation, size, and shape are impossible, and wil
use this fo argue for a functionalist view of the content of spaial
experience. | will use this analysis fo shed light on puzzles about
skepficism concerning the extemnal world.

Whot is the relation between space in the manifest image
of percepiual experience and in the scientific image
of physics? | will argue that as in the case of color, we have
undergone a "fall from Eden" so that primifive space, as
presented in experience, does not exist in the world of physics.
But | will argue that we can find space there all the same by
adopting a sort of spatial functionalism, on which space is
identified as what plays a certain role. | will investigate different
forms of spatial functionalism, on which the relevant roles are
experiential [involving effects on our experience] and non-
experiential (involving patterns of causal inferactions]. | conclude
with a discussion of finding space in virtual reclity.

Conférence du 30 juin
Structuralism about Computation, about Space, and
about Reality

Structurohst views analyze o phenomena in ferms of
underlying sfructure. An important form of structuralism is
causal structuralism, analyzing phenomena in terms of patterns
of causal inferaction. | have argued for a sfructuralist view
of computation, on which what it is for a physical system fo
implement a computation is for it to have relevant patterns of
causal structure. The considerations in the previous lectures also
support a structuralist view of space and of many aspects of
redlity. In this lecture | elaborate this structuralism and use it fo
defend a view on which virtual redlity is not second-class reality.
| also make the case that sfructuralism can play a role analogous
fo that previously played by phenomenalism or idealism in
making a case against global externalworld skepticism.
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SPATIAL EXPERIENCE AND VIRTUAL REALITY
D. CHALMERS

Vendredi 19 juin de 14h30 a 16h30

SPATIAL ILLUSIONS: FROM MIRRORS TO VIRTUAL REALITY
New York University Paris, Auditorium
57, boulevard SaintGermain 75005 Paris.

Remise du Prix Jean-Nicod et cocktail apres la conférence.

Mardi 23 juin de 14h30 a 16h30

THREE Puzzies ABOUT SPATIAL EXPERIENCE
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Jaurés
29, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris.

Jeudi 25 juin de 14h30 a 16h30

FINDING SPACE IN A NONSPATIAL WORLD
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Jaurés

29, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris.

Mardi 30 juin de 14h30 a 16h30
StrRUCTURALISM ABOUT COMPUTATION, ABOUT SPACE,

AND ABOUT ReauTy
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Jaurés
29, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris.
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philosophie cognitive

Q L'espm humain, son organisation, sa nature, ses relations
avec le corps ef avec le monde sont depuis toujours
parmi les thémes centraux de la philosophie. la psychologie
confemporaine elleméme a pris naissance au sein de
la philosophie. Elle sest émancipée, mais I'émergence
des sciences cognitives consacre d'une certaine fagon le
refour de la philosophie dans ce champ de recherche. les
développements de I'informatique et des neurosciences, en
jetant une nouvelle lumiére sur les phénoménes mentaux,
ont eu pour effet de relancer le débat philosophique. la
« philosophie de I'esprit » est ainsi plus florissante que jamais.
Ce refour n'a rien d'une régression, car la philosophie dont
il est question est en phase avec la recherche scientifique,
informée par elle et en constante interaction avec elle.

Conférences Jean-Nicod d

|_es Conférences Jean-Nicod visent & promouvoir les
recherches philosophiques se rapportant & la cognition et &
faire connaitre en France les travaux réalisés & I'étranger dans
ce domaine. e conférencier présente ses recherches au cours
d'un cycle de conférences qu'il rassemble ensuite en un livre.
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