Les ORIGINES DE LA
COMMUNICATION HUMAINE

MicHAEL TOMASELLO

Lundi 15 mai de 16h00 a 18h00

THE INTENTIONAL COMMUNICATION
OF GREAT APEs
CNRS, Campus Gérard-Mégie, Auditorium Marie Curie,

3, rue Michel-Ange, 75016 Paris

Remise du Prix Jean-Nicod et cocktail apres la conférence.

Mardi 16 mai de 14h30 a 16h30
THe Co-oPERATIVE COMMUNICATION
oF HUMAN BEINGS

Ecole Normale Supérieure, Salle Dussane
45 rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris

Jeudi 18 mai de 14h30 a 16h30

THE ONTOGENETIC EMERGENCE
OF SHARED INTENTIONALITY

Ecole Normale Supérieure, Salle Dussane
45 rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris

Vendredi 19 mai de 14h30 a 16h30

THE ONTOGENETIC EMERGENCE OF
Co-orerATIVE COMMUNICATION

Ecole Normale Supérieure, Salle Celan
45, rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris

RENSEIGNEMENTS

InsTiTUT JEAN-NICOD

1, bis avenue de Lowendal

75007 Paris

tél : 01 53 59 35 81

fax : 01 5359 3299

email : sophie.bilardello@ehess.fr
http://www.institutnicod.org

philosophie cognitive

L’esprit humain, son organisation, sa nature,
ses relations avec le corps et avec le
monde sont depuis toujours parmi les themes
centraux de la philosophie. La psychologie
contemporaine elle-méme a pris naissance au
sein de la philosophie. Elle s’est émancipée,
mais |'‘émergence des sciences cognitives
consacre d'une certaine fagon le retour de
la philosophie dans ce champ de recherche.
Les développements de [linformatique et
des neurosciences, en jetant une nouvelle
lumiere sur les phénoménes mentaux, ont eu
pour effet de relancer le débat philosophique.
La « philosophie de l'esprit » est ainsi plus
florissante que jamais. Ce retour n'a rien
d'une régression, car la philosophie dont il
est question est en phase avec la recherche
scientifique, informée par elle et en constante
interaction avec elle.

Conférences Jean-Nicod de

Les Conférences Jean-Nicod visent a
promouvoir les recherches philosophiques
se rapportant a la cognition et a faire connaitre
en France les travaux réalisés a I'étranger dans
ce domaine. Le conférencier, sélectionné par le
comité Jean-Nicod, présente ses recherches au
cours d'un cycle de conférences qu'il rassemble
ensuite en un livre.

CoMmiTE JEaN-Nicop

Président : |. Bouveresse ~ Secrétaires: |. Doxic &
E. PACHERIE ~ Autres membres : D. ANDLER, J.-P. CHANGEUX,
S. DEHAENE, E. Duroux, |.-G. GANASCIA, P. JacoB, F. RECANATI,
P. bE ROUILHAN, D. SPERBER.

ConrereNciers JEAN-Nicop (1993-2005)

JERRY Fopor (1993) ~ FrRep DRETskE (1994) - DONALD
Davipson (1995) =~ Hans Kawmp (1996) ~ Jon ELsTeER (1997) ~
SusaN CAREY (1998) ~ JoHN PERRY (1999) - JOHN SEARLE
(2000) ~ DaNieL DeENNETT (2001) =~ RutH MiLLiKAN (2002) ~
RAY JACKENDORFF (2003) ~ ZENON PyLYSHYN (2004) - GILBERT
HarMAN (2005)

CouLecTioN JEAN-NicoD
(MIT Press et CNRS Editions)

J. Fopor, THE ELM AND THE EXPERT: MENTALESE AND ITS
SEMANTICS (1994) ~ F. DRETSKE, NATURALIZING THE MIND (1995) ~
J. ELsTER, STRONG FEELINGS: EMOTION, ADDICTION, AND HUMAN
BEHAVIOR (1999) ~ ]. PERRY, KNOWLEDGE, POSSIBILITY AND
ConsciousNEss (2001) ~J. SEARLE, RATIONALITY IN AcTioN (2001)
R. G. MILLIKAN, VARIETIES OF MEANING (2004) ~ D. DENNETT,
SWEET DREAMS: PHILOSOPHICAL OBSTACLES TO A SCIENCE OF
ConsclousNEss (2005) = R. JACKENDOFF, LANGUAGE, CULTURE,
ConsciousnEss: Essavs oN MENTAL STRUCTURE (2006)

CONFERENCES JEAN-NICOD DE PHILOSOPHIE COGNITIVE

Centre national de la recherche scientifique
(Département des Sciences de |'Homme et de la Société)

en partenariat avec :
Ecole normale supérieure
Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales

MicHAEL TOMASELLO




Michael Tomasello

octeur de psychologie de I'Université de Géorgie

(1980), Michael Tomasello a enseigné a I'Université
d’Emory et travaillé au Yerkes Primate Center de 1980
a 1998. 1l est actuellement co-directeur de IInstitut
Max Planck d'anthropologie évolutionniste a Leipzig.
Il est spécialiste de I'étude comparative des capacités
cognitives des primates et des jeunes enfants.
Ses travaux portent sur les processus de cognition sociale
et plus particulierement sur les aspects liés au langage et
a son acquisition.

'occasion des conférences Jean-Nicod 2006, Michael

Tomasello occupe un poste de directeur d'études
associé a I'Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales.

Ouvrages de M. Tomasello

2004.BevonD NATURE-NURTURE: Essays IN HoNOrR oOF
EvizaBETH BATEs (Ep. AvEc D. SLOBIN). MAHWAH
(N.J.), LAWRENCE ERLBAUM.

2003. CONSTRUCTING A LANGUAGE: A UsAGE-BASED THEORY OF
LANGUAGE AcauisiTioN. CAMBRIDGE (MaAss.), HARVARD
UNIVERSITY PRESS.

2003.THE NEw PsvcHoLoGY OF LANGUAGE, VOLUME 2:
COGNITIVE AND FUNCTIONAL APPROACHES TO LANGUAGE
STRUCTURE. MAHWAH (N.].), LAWRENCE ERLBAUM.

2001.LancuacE DEVELOPMENT: THE ESSENTIAL READINGS
(ED. AVEC E. BATES). OXFORD, BLACKWELL.

1999.THE CuLturAaL  ORIGINS OF Human  COGNITION.
CAMBRIDGE (Mass.), HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS.

1998.(Ep.) THE NEW PsycHoLOGY OF LANGUAGE: COGNITIVE
AND FUNCTIONAL APPROACHES TO LANGUAGE STRUCTURE.
ManwaH (N.].), LAWRENCE ERLBAUM.

1997. PrivaTE COGNITION (AVEC J. CALL). OXFORD, OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS.

1995.BEvonD NAMES FOR THINGS: YOUNG CHILDREN'S
Acauisimion oF VERBS (Ep. AvEc W. MERRIMAN).
HitespaLk (N.J.), LAWRENCE ERLBAUM.

1992 First VeErBs: A CASE Stuby OF EARLY GRAMMATICAL
DEVELOPMENT. CAMBRIDGE, CAMBRIDGE ~UNIVERSITY
PRESS.

Origins o f

Conférences Jean-Nicod 2006

Conférence du 15 mai
The intentional communication of great apes

pes communicate with conspecifics most flexibly

in the gestural domain, including adapting to the
attentional state of the recipient. They use both intention
movements (abbreviations of social actions that become
communicative within a specific interactive context)
and attention getters (actions that gain the attention
of others to the self in a wide variety of contexts). All of
these are basically dyadic - aimed at regulating the social
interaction directly - not triadic in the sense of referring to
external entities. They are also all basically “competitive”
- aimed at getting the signaler what she wants - not co-
operative in the sense of sharing psychological states.
Interestingly, when interacting with humans many apes
do learn to “point” to things they want triadically. But
these “points” are action imperatives only; they are not
co-operative in the human sense (and may not even be
truly referential), as evidenced by the fact that these
pointing apes still do not understand when humans
point for them informatively.

Conférence du 16 mai
The co-operative communication of human beings

n contrast to our nearest primate relatives, human

beings communicate with one another co-operatively.
This co-operative structure pervades all aspects of the
communicative exchange. Thus, human communication
depends fundamentally on: (1) a joint attentional (or
intersubjective) frame that provides the common ground
necessary for reference; (2) the mutual manifestness
of the communicative act itself, which generates both
relevance inferences and interpersonal obligations; (3)
the co-operative motives to help and to share experience
with others (even if embedded within a selfish, deceptive
motive); and (4) the ability to collaborate with others in
joint activities, specifically to ensure that the receiver
comprehends the senders message as intended. The
communicative activities of other animal species have
little resembling this same co-operative structure. Human
co-operative communication emanates evolutionarily
from an adaptation for shared intentionality in general, as
manifest in many other human cultural activities. Linguistic
communication has this same co-operative structure,
but adds, in addition, the perspective-taking inherent in
contrastive linguistic symbols.

Human

Communication

Conférence du 18 mai
The ontogenetic emergence of shared intentionality

he human adaptation for shared intentionality emerges

ontogenetically at around the first birthday as two
developmental pathways come together: (1) the general
primate social-cognitive ability to understanding the goals
and perceptions of others (and perhaps the intentions and
attention of others); and (2) the uniquely human skills and
motivations for sharing psychological states with others. As
these two strands come together, human infants become
able to create shared goals and intentions with others in
joint action, and also to engage in various kinds of joint
attentional activities, which create the ability to understand
multiple perspectives on a common entity. The difference
between humans and apes can be most clearly seen when
their behavior is compared in situations involving helping
(which do not involve full-blown shared intentionality, and
in which they differ only a little) and situations involving
true co-operation and shared intentions (in which they differ
more profoundly). This same basic difference emerges when
humans and apes are compared in the comprehension of
communicative intentions: human infants understand co-
operative communicative intentions prelinguistically, whereas
apes do not understand these at all - but rather understand
the (social) intentions of others most readily in competition.

Conférence du 19 mai
The ontogenetic emergence of co-operative communication

Infants begin expressing their communicative intentions
also at around the first birthday. In addition to co-operative
requests (expressions of desire that helpful others are
supposed to respond to helpfully), infants also communicate
prelinguistically for two other basic motives: (1) to help others
by providing them with needed information (informing); and
(2) to simply share interest and attention with others to
outside events and activities declaratively. They also, on
occasion, gesture for others iconically [deictic gestures being
triadic analogues of ape attention-getters and iconic gestures
being triadic analogues of ape intention movements|. A series
of experiments suggests that these early communicative
acts involve full-blown shared intentionality, including
participation in joint attentional (intersubjective) frames
with distinct perspectives, participation in joint activities
with shared goals and intentions, and the comprehension
of co-operative communicative intentions. Less certain is
how infants acquire these skills (imitation? ritualization?),
and whether infants’ comprehension of communicative
intentions is fully Gricean. Studies of how infants acquire
their earliest skills of linguistic communication in discourse
help to resolve some of these outstanding issues.
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