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Conscious, Unconscious, Preconscious

Conférence du 13 mai
Mental Paint and the Unspecificity of Perception

Conférence du 6 mai
Conscious, Preconscious, Unconscious

How can we separate the neural basis of reports of
consciousness from the neural basis of consciousness ifself?
Since we only find out whether subjects are conscious via the
global broadcasting that leads to their reports, it would seem
impossible fo find an empirical wedge to separate the neural basis
of consciousness from the neural basis of reported consciousness.
Some researchers have despaired, claiming that the best we can
do is study access fo consciousness, and this is the rafionale for
the global broadcasfing theory of consciousness. However, three
new methodologies show us how fo solve this problem, revealing
a neural basis of consciousness that is independent of global
broadcasting.

Conférence du 7 mai
Seeing-as, Concepts and Non-conceptual Content

Philosophers as disparate in their points of view as Witigenstein
and Fodor have claimed that all seeing is seeing-as and that
seeing-as is by ifs nature conceptual. This falk argues that they
are right that all seeing is seeing-as, but wrong about seeing-as
necessarily being concepiual. The talk explores how fo distinguish
between conceptual and percepiual seeing-as and the relevance
of the distinction fo current controversies about the nature of
percepfion.

/\/\uch of recent philosophy of perception is oriented fowards
accounting for the phenomenology of perception in a non-
mentalisiic way, that is, without appealing fo mental objects
or menfal qualities. Mental quadlities that are not reducible to
qualities of objects [e.g. redness or squareness) or representations
of such qualities of objects are derided as 'mental paint”. The
claim of this paper is tLot empirical facts about aftention show
that there is mental paint. The idea is that when one moves one's
attenfion around a scene, the phenomenoclogy of perception
can change without changing which qualities of oE]ecTs one
is directly aware of or the way the world is represented to be.
The only way fo escape this argument is fo hold that perceptual
confent is so unspecific that differences imposed by attention
do not engender non-veridicality, but the phenomenology of
perception precludes such unspecific confent.

Conférence du 15 mai
Conscious Perception without Aftention

Peripherol vision is the locus of three of the most important
questions  about perception: the difference  between
conscious and unconscious perception, the difference between
attentive and inattentive perception and the difference between
perceiving an object and perceiving a fexture. This talk argues
that in coming fo grips with peripheral vision we can sefile some
issues about the relation between atfention, consciousness and
objectseeing.
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CONSCIENCE, INCONSCIENCE, PRECONSCIENCE
(CoNscious, UNCoNscious, PRECONScIOUS)

NEep BLock

Mardi 6 mai de 14h30 a 16h30

Conscious, PrRecoNscious, UNCONscious
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Dussane

45, rve d'Ulm, 75005 Paris

Remise du Prix Jean-Nicod et cocktail apres la conférence.

Mercredi 7 mai de 14h30 a 16h30

SEEING-AS, CONCEPTS AND NON-CONCEPTUAL CONTENT
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle 235B
29, rve d'Ulm, 75005 Paris

Mardi 13 mai de 14h30 a 16h30

MENTAL PAINT AND THE UNSPECIFICITY OF PERCEPTION
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Dussane

45, e d'Ulm, 75005 Paris

Jeudi 15 mai de 14h30 a 16h30

CONsCIOUS PERCEPTION WITHOUT ATTENTION
Ecole normale supérieure, Salle Dussane

45, e d'Ulm, 75005 Paris

Organisation
Frédérique de Vignemont

Communication
Sophie Bilardello

_ Insmimur Jean-Nicop
Ecole normale supérieure
Pavillon Jardin

29, rve d'Ulm

75005 Paris

Tel. 1+ 33 (1) 44 32 26 96
Fax. 1 + 33 (1) 44 32 26 99
http:/ /www.institutnicod.org

philosophie cognitive

L’esprit humain, son organisation, sa nature, ses relations
avec le corps et avec le monde sont depuis toujours
parmi les themes centraux de la philosophie. la psychologie
contemporaine elleméme a pris naissance au sein de
la philosophie. Elle sest émancipée, mais |'émergence
des sciences cognitives consacre d'une certaine fagon le
refour de la philosophie dans ce champ de recherche. les
développements de I'informatique et des neurosciences, en
jetant une nouvelle lumiére sur les phénoménes mentaux,
ont eu pour effet de relancer le débat philosophique. la
« philosophie de I'esprit » est ainsi plus florissante que jamais.
Ce refour n'a rien d'une régression, car la philosophie dont
il est question est en phase avec la recherche scientifique,
informée par elle et en constante interaction avec elle.

Conférences Jean-Nicod de

|_es Conférences Jean-Nicod visent & promouvoir les
recherches philosophiques se rapportant & la cognition et &
faire connaitre en France les travaux réalisés & I'étranger dans
ce domaine. le conférencier présente ses recherches au cours
d'un cycle de conférences qu'il rassemble ensuite en un livre.
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